How You Can Help

Cur "Noah's Ark" program is based on
the belief that two is better than one..., we are
talking cats here. Basically this program
involves adopting 2 cats, The first cat 15
adopted to serve your needs and desires for a
cornpanion anmmal. The second catis adopted
as a cornpanion for the first one but we ask that
you go a step further and make this adoption
becanse the cat needs you, We have significant
nutnbers of tirnid cats that are desperate for
gnod homes et are passed over for the more
adoptable friendly ones. These cats make
excellent compardons for other cats. With time
and patience they can also make very good
friends for humans,

m‘ You can sponsor a MEOW cat for $20
amonth or one of our special needs cats for
$30 monthly. You wall receive apicture and
history sheet ahout your cats as well as pertodic
letters.

M If hands-on cat work appeds to you,
we can use help socializing our timid cats,
Basic grooming chores also need to be done.

Cur MEOW Mobile program 15 in its
infancy but soon we will need drivers, their
cars and time to drive those who are in need to
veterinary appointments, A significant number
of people....mostly the elderly....can't drive and
depend on the assistance of others to get to the
necessary care facilities for their pets, MEOW
INC. would like to help out. You can help us
do just that!

If none of the above fits into your life
and you stll want to help, your membership
support 18 deeply appreciated. In fact it1s vital
to the ongoing hedth of our orgarization,

Vs, | Waat To Help MEOW

Help Catsl

Enclosed is my tax- deductible donation of:

[]$25 []$35 []$50 []$100 []Other
{325 is our Annual Individuol Membership and
you will receive fie MEOTF, Inc. Newsletier)

Please make checks payabhle to:

MEOW, INC.
P.0O.Box 999 Litchfield, CT 06759

Mame

Address
City state Zip

Dwaondd like to help in the follovwing way:
_ Foster Home Care
_ Pundraising
_ hocializing and Groaming
_ MEOW Mobile
_ Donate Material Goods;
bleach, paper iowsls, garbage bags, Fancy
Feast cat foad are appreciated

FPlease contact me, my telephone number i3

e o F

my e-mail addressis

O Behalf OFf The Cats You Are Helping
With Your Contribution, Thank You!
And Come Visit Us On Qur Website;

W MEOWCT.ORG

A Non-Profit, Non-Destroy
Anmal Welfare For Cats

MM N

MEOW, INC.

"Make Each Orphan Wanted"




MEOWINC. iz a nonprofit, non-

destroy anumal welfare organization based in
Litchfield, CT. Our primary mission 15 to
improve the quality of life for all cats,
through humane education and promoting

the importance of compantion antmals in our
lives.

WMEOW INC. was founded in April
1984, Our founding focus was (and still 1)
the plight of colony cats Colony cats are
unowned cats that exist in high enough
nurmbers to make their care cost-prohibitive
tomost individual caregivers They alsorun
the rislz of being persecuted as public health
nuisances. MEOW INC. was organized to
help these cats and concerned caregiversin a
way consistent with humane ethics Through
MECW's efforts, colony cats were examined
and tested for contagious diseasesthen
vaccinated, altered and treated for parasites
All healthy feral cats (catsthat are
unsocialized to humans) were returned to
their colonies. Kittens, most juveniles,
geriatric cats and any friendly felines were
placed into foster homes for subsequent
adoption. In the later 1980's and early 1990's
thistype of colony cat work became much
more accepted. It 15 called Trap-INeuter-
Eelease (THR). Much of MEOW's time and
energy 15 still devoted to thiswork. THE is
currently promoted by most feline welfare
agencies waorldwide.

By the early 1990's our adopticn
program had cutgrown the capabilities of
our foster home systern. We opened our
shelter in September 1992, The shelter has
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required significant amounts of financial,
physical and emotional energy but has
enabled MEOW Inc. toplace asmany as
400 cats a year into responsible homes,

The field of ammal welfare in
general and feline welfare in particular 13
rapidly changing The spirit of non-destroy
15 ever increasing in popularity. Cne of the
negative aspects of non-destroy 1s the
increasing incidence of long term
confinement for any given animal. MNon-
destroy shelters have been around long
encugh for amimal welfare workers to
recognize quality of life 1ssues associated
with long term confinement and come up
with solutions to these issues. In the spring
of 2002 MEOW Inc. changed the way we
shelter our cats and kittens. Our felines now
stay in foster homes and only come to the
shelter for designated adoption hours. Cur
catsnow are part of normal homes and
routine family life. We are hopeful that this
will malke them more amenable tothe
adjustments into a new adoptive home, less
likely to develop neurological/psychological
problems related to the stress of continual
change and that we will know more about
the personal needs and characteristics of
each cat we serve.

Communily Prograns

Our colony cat management prograrm
allows concerned citizens to feed a healthy
eroup of cats that 15 b ghly unlikely to spread
disease to other animals or become public
health hazards to the human commurity,

Our adoption program enables the
removal of all adoptable cats from colony
situations thus alowing a reduction in colony
size, Our pre-adoption veterinary medical
protocol which includes FIV and Fel'WV
testing, altering, core vaccinations and
appropriate parasite control sets an
educational example of responsible pet care
as well as increasing the probahility of
healthy catflatten adoptions into new homes,

M Owerpopulation -the straightforward
tragedy of too many cats and not enough
homes- 15 the greatest killer of cats in the
wotld today. These needless deaths can be
prevented simply by altering your animal,
The TEAM wvarn here in CT. has contributed
major efforts in reducing the feline
overpopulation dilemma, MEOW INC,
supports and applauds their work. For those
individuals who are not able to work with the
TEAM wan schedule, MEOW INC. confinues
to offer reduced-cost altering in cooperation
with many area veterinarians,

Rabies, a deadly viral disease of both
hutnan and animals, entered Cormecticut
more than 10 years ago. Since that time State
law requires all cats 12 weeks of age and
older be vacoinated for rabies. MEOW INC.
shares that ongeing comtnunity responsibility
by offering rabies vaccination clinics in
Litchfield and neighboring commurities.




